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Information profile @ a Glance

e Hydroxychloroquine, sold under the
brand name Plaquenil among others,
is a medication used to prevent and
treat malaria in areas where malaria
remains sensitive to chloroquine.
Other uses include treatment of
rheumatoid arthritis, lupus, and
porphyria cutanea tarda. It is taken
by mouth

e Hydroxychloroquine is in a class of
drugs called antimalarials. It is used
to prevent and treat acute attacks of
malaria. It is also used to treat
discoid or systemic lupus
erythematosus and rheumatoid
arthritis in patients whose symptoms
have not improved with other
treatments

e Only limited clinical trial data
available to date to evaluate use of
hydroxychloroquine for treatment or
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prevention of COVID-19
Emergency use authorization (EUA)
for hydroxychloroquine: FDA
issued an EUA that permits
distribution of the drug from the
strategic national stockpile (SNS)
for use only in adults and
adolescents weighing 50 kg or more
hospitalized with COVID-19 for
whom a clinical trial is not available
or participation not feasible

FDA states that, based on the
totality of scientific evidence
available, it is reasonable to believe
that the drug may be effective in
treating COVID-19 and that, when
used under the EUA conditions,
known and potential benefits
outweigh known and potential risks.
Efficacy measures: Initial studies
evalu-ating hydroxychloroquine
based efficacy of the drug on
negative conversion in naso-
pharyngeal samples at day 6 or 7. 7,
18 RT-PCR tests using upper and
lower respiratory specimens
(including nasopharyngeal and
oropharyngeal swabs) are
recommended for diagnosis of
COVID-19; 19, 21 however,
dynamics of SARS-Cov-2 in
infected pa-tients (untreated or
treated) and presence of the virus at
various body sites over the course of
infection have not been fully
determined.
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